
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 18 April 2002] 

 p9790b-9793a 
Hon Nick Griffiths; Hon Norman Moore; Hon Robin Chapple; Hon Dr Chrissy Sharp; Hon Barbara Scott 

 [1] 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
Special 

On motion without notice by Hon N.D. Griffiths (Minister for Racing and Gaming), resolved -  

That the House at its rising adjourn until Tuesday, 7 May 2002. 

Ordinary 
HON N.D. GRIFFITHS (East Metropolitan - Minister for Racing and Gaming) [6.00 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Sittings of the House - Adjournment Debate 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [6.01 pm]:  This House has 
already sat for two unpublished, additional weeks since this session began.  A recent proposal was that the House 
sit another week, but that will not happen in view of the fact that we are now sitting extended hours.  Even in that 
environment, a situation has arisen in which ministers have been absent from the House.  This week, two 
ministers were absent on one occasion, one minister was absent today and another was absent yesterday.  I 
acknowledge that in the case of Hon Nick Griffiths, his absence was due to ill health.  I empathise with his 
situation today and congratulate him on his tolerance and capacity to see the day through.  I have raised this issue 
in the House before.  Ministers are absent from the House too often.  It is only proper that at least two ministers 
be in the Chamber every day that the House sits and certainly for question time.  If the Government were not 
adding additional sitting hours, my argument would be less cogent.  The point I am making is that the 
Government wants this House to sit longer hours and do more work, yet fewer ministers are present.  That is not 
acceptable.  I do not propose to make a big deal of this matter, other than to draw it to the attention of the 
Government.  It is the view of the Opposition that at least two ministers should be present in the House, at least 
during question time.  

Greenhouse Gas Emissions - Adjournment Debate 
HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [6.02 pm]:  A report was today leaked in the federal arena by 
Kelvin Thomson, the shadow Minister for the Environment and Heritage and member for Wills.  The report 
provided an analysis by the federal Government of greenhouse gas impacts, and should have been released in 
September 2001.  Kelvin Thomson managed to get hold of a copy of this document and today released it 
publicly.  In his press release, Kelvin Thomson stated that the draft of Australia’s third national report under the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, which was prepared by the Australian Greenhouse 
Office, indicated that projected emissions would increase by 33 per cent between 1990 and 2010.  He said this 
was - 

. . . despite Environment Minister Kemp saying on Tuesday that, “The Howard Government is 
committed to achieving the greenhouse gas emission reductions called for under the Kyoto Protocol.” 

That commitment was for an eight per cent increase on the 1990 figure.  The press release states that it is 
estimated that -  

Australia’s emissions are now projected to grow by 128 Mt CO2-e (Million tonnes of greenhouse 
emissions, expressed as units of carbon dioxide) to 518 Mt CO2-e between 1990 and 2010.   

The shadow Minister for the Environment and Heritage, Kelvin Thomson, goes on to say -  
Two serious issues arise from this leaked Draft Report.  The first is that it suggests the Government’s 
measures to tackle climate change have failed.  There needs to be a much greater sense of urgency - 
putting a stop to landclearing, encouraging renewable and sustainable energy sources, and promoting 
public transport.  

He went on to say - 
We can only safeguard our childrens’ future if we are prepared to confront this challenge openly, not sit 
on Reports that contain bad or embarrassing news. 

That is the Labor Party in the federal arena.  I now turn to the Labor Party in the state arena.  We have just heard 
that the State Government wants power consumption by the Water Corporation to increase by approximately 30 
per cent as a result of development of desalination plants.  Answers to questions indicate that the State 
Government has no intention of producing any of that extra power from renewable sources.  In the Karratha area 
particularly - 
Hon Ken Travers interjected. 
Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE:  Because the Government is answering the outrageous questions. 
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In the Karratha region, a number of projects, with the exception of one, are not attempting in any way, shape or 
form to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  I will quote some annual greenhouse gas emission figures: Methanex 
Australia Pty Ltd methanol stage 1, 0.9 million tonnes; Burrup Fertilisers Pty Ltd, 1.44 million tonnes; 
Syntroleum Sweetwater Operations Ltd, 1.16 million tonnes; Plenty River Corporation Ltd ammonia plant, 
2 million tonnes; Japan DME Ltd, 2.5 million tonnes; GTL Resources (Australia) Pty Ltd, 0.45 million tonnes; 
Woodside liquefied natural gas expansion, 3.1 million tonnes; Austeel-Mineralogy, 4.21 million tonnes; Ausi 
Iron, 2.8 million tonnes; and Greater Gorgon, 1.4 million tonnes.  I will come back to Greater Gorgon shortly.  
That totals 19.96 million tonnes per annum of greenhouse gas emissions.  That is 35 per cent over and above our 
current exceedence.  There is some debate about what our exceedence is at this time, because the State 
Government still does not get from the federal greenhouse audit the State’s contribution to national greenhouse 
emissions.  The projection is that we are currently 13 per cent over and above our 1990 figures.  With the 
addition of these developments in the Karratha area, that figure will increase to 35 per cent, which means that we 
will be 48 per cent over and above our 1990 figures. 
Hon Ken Travers:  What is the source of your figures? 
Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE:  The source of the figures is company documentation.  We have recently spoken with 
most of the companies involved and got their details. 
I will quote a good example of what companies can do.  People will be aware that in the past there has been a 
great deal of concern about the Gorgon development.  For the same level of production as Woodside, Gorgon 
has managed to reduce its emissions from 8.8 million tonnes per annum CO2e to 1.4 million tonnes per annum 
by going to the process of reinjection - something that none of the other corporations or the Office of Major 
Projects is encouraging developers to do. 
I go back to Kelvin Thomson.  His comment is that we must do better.  In light of his comments, I suggest that 
this State Government is doing abysmally.  This figure of 35 per cent arises from one region.  It does not deal 
with land clearing, extra power consumption, issues of forestry, or issues pertaining to the expansion of the 
Kwinana strip. 
Hon Ken Travers:  Are you saying that we should not allow any of those projects to go ahead? 
Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE:  No. 
Hon Ken Travers:  What are you saying? 
Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE:  I am saying that we should develop environmentally sensitive methods, as has 
Gorgon. 
Hon Ken Travers interjected. 
Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE:  It can be done.  To just say, “Sorry, we don’t fit into part of the global scheme of 
things.  We don’t care”, is not the way to go.  We are not saying we should not have those projects.  We are 
saying we must ensure that they are developed with the best possible technology.  That is something the Office 
of Major Projects has no interest in doing.  The federal member stated that the Government is failing to reduce 
greenhouse emissions.  That federal member needs to talk sincerely to this State Government to encourage it to 
take a proactive direction in reducing this significant problem for this State.  We know from the 30 or 40 per cent 
reduction in our rainfall and stream run-off that greenhouse emissions are impacting on the State.  It is time this 
State started to take some control of greenhouse emissions.  That does not mean, as the member who spoke 
before me has said, that we need to reduce development.  It means that we need to make sure that that 
development is done in the best possible manner according to best practice.  It has been shown that that can be 
done.  However, we have failed to do that in this State.   

Dame Rachel Cleland - Adjournment Debate 
HON CHRISTINE SHARP (South West) [6.11 pm]:  On behalf of the Greens (WA) I wish to say a few words 
on the sad death last night of the grand dame of the Liberal Party, Dame Rachel Cleland, and to put on record 
our respect for this marvellous woman.  Dame Rachel died last night at the amazing age of 96.  She was born in 
Western Australia, totally appropriately in the suburb of Peppermint Grove, and went to school at Methodist 
Ladies College.  
Dame Rachel spent a large part of her adult life in Papua New Guinea.  I was surprised to find out today that she 
has written two books about her time in Papua New Guinea and about public affairs in Papua New Guinea 
during the time that it was gaining independence.  However, she is most well known and well loved in Western 
Australia not for her life back then but for the amazing stand that she took on the preservation of old-growth 
forests.  She had the courage to stand against her peers and take a position of independence, and she had the guts 
to say something that was totally at odds with the philosophy and policy of those around her in the Liberal Party 
of Western Australia, while at the same time maintaining totally her allegiance to that party.  In doing that, she 
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inspired many people, because she was an excellent public speaker, was feisty and was an activist through and 
through.   
Apart from hearing Dame Rachel speak publicly in Perth, unfortunately I met her on only one occasion.  
Therefore, not having any interesting personal anecdotes, I asked some of my colleagues this afternoon what 
their memories were of Dame Rachel.  Hon Jim Scott told me with a big smile how staggered he was when he 
met her at a rally in the forests some years ago.  She was invited to address a large crowd of people in the forest 
block, so she leapt onto a large stump in order to be seen above the crowd.  That was quite extraordinary, 
because she was 90 years old at the time.  Hon Giz Watson has a very clear memory of accompanying Dame 
Rachel on a tour of the forest a little later on.  They were on one of the last chance forest bus tours, organised 
from Perth to show people some of the magnificent forest in the southern forest region that was threatened by 
woodchipping.  During that trip, the bus was blockaded by timber workers on a very dusty back road in the 
forest and could not progress.  I hope I am getting the story right.  A confrontation arose between the timber 
workers and the protesters.  Giz recounted that the authority with which Dame Rachel took control of that 
situation and the way she addressed the timber workers was so dignified and showed them such respect that they 
in turn showed her respect.  She managed to defuse the situation brilliantly and to cause a genuine dialogue on 
that dusty back road.  That fits with many other stories about a woman who had the guts to make a stand on 
something that those around her did not support.  It took a lot of personal courage; yet she did it in such a way 
that she maintained respect within her own party for her many other beliefs and qualities, apart from the issue of 
the forest.   
She was clearly able to make a difference on that issue because of her impeccable credentials with the Western 
Australian Liberal Party.  In her very public stand she gave a lead to many other conservative people in this State 
to show that it was okay to speak out publicly against the decimation of the forest in the south.  On that issue she 
influenced not only her own party and the Western Australian National Party - I met her at a National Party 
meeting on forests - but also the outcome of an end of logging of old-growth forests, determined by the Gallop 
Government.  The Greens (WA) hold great respect for Dame Rachel and would like to mark her passing with 
love, gratitude and thanks for all she did for our old-growth forests. 
HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [6.17 pm]:  I would like to add to the remarks of Hon Christine 
Sharp about Dame Rachel Cleland and endorse the sentiment she expressed about Dame Rachel’s brief, but I 
believe significant, involvement in the forest issue.  It was typical of the involvement she had in many 
organisations.  I was privileged to work very closely with her.  She was my mentor many years ago when she 
termed the kindergarten mothers “the jeans brigade”.  We turned up at Meerilinga in our jeans with our babies on 
our hips.  Dame Rachel was honoured for the work she did in establishing kindergartens throughout Papua New 
Guinea when her husband, Donald, was the Administrator.  After he died in, I think, 1972, Dame Rachel stayed 
on and carried out her duties before returning to Perth to live.  I met her shortly after she returned to Perth.  
Dame Rachel grew up on a farm in Peppermint Grove as an Evans.  Her aunt, who had no children but great love 
for them, was a Rischbieth.  Her aunt and uncle purchased a very lovely property in Hay Street not far from here, 
known now as Meerilinga, where the Meerilinga Young Children’s Foundation has been established.  I was 
fortunate to work with the women who established that foundation.  That house was gifted by the Rischbieth 
family, Dame Rachel’s aunt and uncle, to the Kindergarten Union, as it was then, and the Kindergarten Training 
College was established.  Many people in Perth lived at that house and trained and slept on the verandahs, and 
there were many interesting stories about kindergarten teachers who lived and worked there. 
My involvement with Dame Rachel Cleland came about in the early 1980s when I was the State President of the 
Kindergarten Association.  She could see that we needed some assistance and she formed what was called the 
Friends of the Kindergarten.  From the beginning she was a great supporter of kindergarten in this State and of 
many other groups that helped young parents and children.  She believed passionately in the good growth and 
development of young children and the meaning of the influence and power of parents.  She was a great 
supporter of speaking out for what she believed in.  She was therefore one of my great mentors. 
I received a call from a close friend early this morning about her passing.  Two weeks ago tomorrow I was at a 
lovely farewell for her at Meerilinga Young Children’s Foundation.  I had the opportunity to say goodbye to her 
and to write her a personal note.  The farewell was typical of the grand style of Dame Rachel Cleland.  At the 
age of 96 she had decided to join her family - she had two sons only, who live in Queensland - and to enjoy her 
great grandchildren, perhaps to give them some of her wisdom, as she had been separated from her grandchildren 
during their growing years when she was in Western Australia and New Guinea and they were in Queensland.  
She was due to move into her new unit in Queensland at the weekend.  She passed away in the home of her son.   
Dame Rachel Cleland had a star-studded history and a unique and very diverse background.  With more 
opportunity at some other time I would like to prepare the detail of her life, because it deserves to be told.  The 
friend who called me early this morning said that she had had time to pack up her things and to put away some of 
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the things she had been working on.  I think she recently handed some 34 boxes of information to the Battye 
Library and the National Library of Australia.   
From the Liberal perspective, of course, Dame Rachel Cleland and her husband, Sir Donald - who was knighted 
for his part as Administrator of New Guinea - were at the very first meeting of the Liberal Party.  That in itself is 
significant.  Her husband was in fact asked to be the first president and to stand for the Liberal Party; he did not 
ever do that.  As I said, he passed away some years after his period as the Administrator of New Guinea. 
Dame Rachel is survived by twin sisters, Margaret and Barbara Evans, who live in Peppermint Grove, very close 
to where she lived.  Margaret Evans was the head of the Kindergarten College and I understand Barbara was a 
nurse.  They are formidable women.   
Today we have seen the passing of an outstanding, unique leader who gave generously of herself.  She was a 
tremendous woman in the way that she encouraged other people - in particular, women - to exercise their ability 
to be leaders; and she did that not in an aggressive way but in a quiet, graceful way that she was able to 
exemplify.  In my very early days I received a piece of advice from Dame Rachel that I have never forgotten.  I 
once started to criticise the Government.  She said, “Yes, Barbara, you are right, but do not forget - you do not 
bite the hand that feeds you.”  I had criticised the Government at the time.  I was not involved in politics at all.  I 
do not recall which Government it was.  She would quietly take one side and say that one thing was a good 
lobbying tactic or was not.  She helped me enormously when the kindergarten was struggling to keep its 
teachers.  As I said, she formed the Friends of the Kindergarten group in Western Australia.  It involved an older 
group of women helping younger women such as me, who were young mothers struggling to expand the 
kindergarten to include more children.  Her contributions have been many and great.  Much will be written and 
said about Dame Rachel.  Her more recent public involvement in the forest movement was typical of her.  When 
she believed in a cause, she was never afraid to speak out.  It did not worry her if she trod on people’s toes.  
People knew what she believed in.  She made no apologies about that.  I am pleased that I have the opportunity 
to speak in the House today and to add my small contribution to the acknowledgment of a great life lived at great 
length - 96 years. 
Question put and passed.  

House adjourned at 6.26 pm 
_____________ 

 


